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VC Neenah Creek’s Autumn Boon

Patience is a (Trained) Virtue

The autumn of 2008 marked my 29th season as a ruffed
grouse hunter. | grew up in a small town in Northern Wiscon-
sin where the landscape is a patchwork of farms and woods
that are dominated by aspen, alder, and evergreens —a place
where ruffs are abundant and the opportunities to hunt them
are many. | started grouse hunting on my 12th birthday and
during the years that followed, | tagged along with my dad
and some raggedly trained dogs that he owned. Over time,
my appreciation for ruffed grouse grew and the annual ritual
of hunting them found an important spot in my adult life.
However, many of those grouse seasons came and went
without a hunting dog as a partner in my favorite pastime.
While hunting alone in a familiar grouse covert in the fall of
2002 - at a time when the grouse population in Wisconsin
was nearing a low point in its cyclical swing — it struck me
that grouse hunting without a dog is little more than a walk
in the woods with a hope of shooting a grouse. | wanted
more out of this hunting experience and it was clear to me
that a good - no, a great — grouse dog would be the perfect
companion to share in this ritual with me. So that day | made
a promise to myself that | would find the right dog and work
hard to train him to the best of my ability. It also occurred to
me that | would need to act soon so | would have a five or
six-year-old dog in his prime when the grouse population cycle
would peak again around 2009. | didn't know it then, but with
those thoughts | embarked on a five year mission that would
ultimately be more gratifying than | ever anticipated.

Versatile Hunting Dog

My search for my new grouse hunting partner began in ear-
nest the next summer and by the end of 2003, | had found
my new buddy - an all-liver German shorthaired pointer who
goes by the name of Boon. The following spring, as | ramped
up my knowledge of training a pointing dog and began
working with my young pup, | crossed paths with a new friend,
Brian Blanke. At that time, Brian was also developing his
young GSP, Parker. With our common interest of hunting
shorthairs in place, Brian then introduced me to NAVHDA
testing. It was at that juncture my curiosity and enthusiasm
for versatile hunting dog training and testing took off with a
vengeance. As a systematic thinker who loves to measure
the progress of just about anything, | found that the NAVHDA
testing system really appealed to me. It became clear to me
that NAVHDA could definitely help me achieve my goal of
eventually producing the grouse dog that | wanted.

By the end of the summer of 2004, Boon and | seemed
ready for our first attempt at a formal dog event. We took the
Natural Ability Test at the Kettle Moraine Chapter and Boon
got to demonstrate what would eventually become his trade-
mark style on test day. You see —for those who don't know
him — Boon is no delicate wallflower or anything that one
might call a “boot licker.” In fact — and those who do know
him will vouch for me — “The Boonerator” is a hard charg-
ing, loud-mouthed, bird crazy knucklehead with a selec-
tive hearing problem. He hunts with incredible desire, never
gives up, and finds birds just out of sheer enthusiasm and
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